CREATE AND INTEGRATE
During the 1980s and early 1990s the downsizing of many automation and control vendors world-wide saw severe reductions in their own plant and central engineering staffs. Consequently, there grew a steady stream of surplus engineers, programmers and sales and marketing professionals from whom the emergence of control system integrators (CSIs) can be traced. Their role has since increased dramatically as end-users strive to keep down costs and veer more towards the CSI to supply and project manage their automation developments. It is now more likely the integrator, not the plant personnel, who carries out the final engineering, procures the relevant hardware and software, does the installation, testing and commissioning and then turns the completed and fully documented project over to the plant.
Relatively New Concept
The concept of an independent control system integrator is, however, relatively new in some parts of the world. Of the estimated 4,000 CSIs world-wide, there are about 200 in the EC and only approximately 40 in the UK. Of the latter, one company that can trace its roots back to the early beginnings is Batch Control Systems, based north of Glasgow, Scotland. The company started life as 'Ward Systems'formed in 1991 by Stephen Ward who brought to bear his knowledge of software design and its application to the highly regulated pharmaceutical industry. When the business began to grow with clients' demands extending beyond software design Stephen was joined by hardware expert Jim Sexton. Together, they formed the present company in 1996 -established first in a refurbished church and then moving to 2,500 sq. ft. premises on a prestigious industrial estate in Cumbernauld.
Today, with a turnover of £1.7 million, rising from approximately £1.3 million in the previous year, the company continues to specialise in the pharmaceutical industry which accounts for over half of the business. It has also gained considerable experience in other industries including, oil and gas, water, food and beverage, chemical, waste to energy and power generation. Services include coverage of process control, automation and information systems with experience in SCADA, DCS, PLC, PAC and HMI systems, as well as enterprise level data management and data base/bespoke reporting solutions. In 2005 the company was approved by Lloyds Register of Quality Assurance to ISO 90001: 2000 and during 2010 made the transition to ISO 90001:2008
Pool of Disciplines
The company employs 15 full-time engineers and 14 specialist contract personnel, forming a vast pool of disciplines which can be brought to bear on a wide range of integration projects. Although there are no sales or marketing personnel, the company has managed to build up an impressive customer base of multinational 'blue chip' enterprises, including Howden Power; Scottish and Southern Energy; Scottish Leather Group; Johnson Matthey; BP and Evonik Industries. The continual flow of repeat business is testament to the professionalism which underpins the company's enviable track record of excellence.
Recent high profile projects include the company's involvement in the development by Scottish Southern Energy, in partnership with Statoil (UK) Ltd, of a new multi-million pound gas storage facility at Aldbrough, near Hull. Due to be completed this year, this development comprises nine underground caverns formed by using seawater to leach out salt deposits around two kilometres underground. The seawater is then replaced by gas under pressure through a dewatering process. Ultimately, it is expected that the facility will have the capacity to store around 330 million cubic metres of gas and will deliver gas to the National Transmission System at a rate of up to 40 million cubic metres per day. Batch Control Systems installed and commissioned the control system hardware and software for pumping the seawater and cleaning the wells, involving 14 integrated PLCs to send information from the caverns to local and central control systems.
Waste to Energy
In another major project, the company has been involved in helping Scottish Leather Group in its quest to achieve zero waste by 2015. Scottish Leather Group -the UK's biggest producer of treated bovine leather -has launched a £6 million thermal energy plant which takes waste from the various group operations and converts it into heat or steam which the factory needs to dry leather and heat water. As well as reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill, the plant will generate power to run the firm's tannery and factory at Bridge of Weir. Batch Control Systems was appointed systems integrator which involved the co-ordination of six supply packages, including a drying process, stack emissions monitoring, boiler and gasifyer systems. The company's automation package provided the software and hardware plus a SCADA system to centralise information on plant operations.
With its enviable track record of achievement in high profile projects, Batch Control Systems is well placed to build on its success and grasp the opportunities that lie ahead. 
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